At 17 and armed with a plywood classical guitar, a Spanish/English dictionary, and a dream, Ben Bolt set sail for Spain. The year was 1971 and his goal was to study with the "Father of Classical Guitar," Andrés Segovia.

A year later, while studying under Spain's  Jose Luis Rodrigo, destiny stepped in and offered Ben a chance encounter with his idol, Mr. Segovia. On his 18th birthday, while registering for the draft at the United States Embassy in Madrid, Spain, Ben looked up to notice Andrés Segovia, just 2 meters away, waiting to sign visa papers to enter America for his celebrated annual tour.  Ben introduced himself and  Segovia helped this young man by setting up lessons with one of his assistants, Jose Tomas.  The following year, Segovia, bequeathed a full scholarship for Ben to continue his music studies in Spain, out of his own pocket.

From there Ben went on to meet Abel Carlevaro, who invited Ben to study with him under full scholarship at the yearly Master Classes held in Porto Allegre, Brazil. Ben moved to South America and later decided to make Montevideo, Uruguay his new home. He completed his music studies under the direction of maestro Guido Santorsola at the "Escuela Normal de Musica."

Since then, Ben has played to packed houses all across North, South, and Central Americas.  He's been featured in numerous Guitar magazines and publications.  His arrangement of Bach's Bourree in E minor was the first classical guitar transcription to appear in "Guitar for the Practicing Musician" bringing classical guitar to the attention of heavy metal guitarists worldwide.  Mel Bay Music Publishers Inc., the foremost publisher of guitar instructions in the world, credits Ben Bolt with being the first guitarist ever to introduce the classical guitar to the masses using notation, tablature, and the recording format, in the same package. Ben Bolt has inked three bestsellers for his achievements with Mel Bay.

 For the past 25+ years, Ben has served as an adjunct professor of guitar at Carson-Newman College in Jefferson City, Tennessee.  Ironically, his most notable students are not classical artists at all,  but became members in popular, mainstream rock bands: Brian Bell, lead guitarist of "Weezer" and Brian Vohdin, drummer of "Ten Years" who began as a guitar player.  While Ben loves teaching, he still performs frequently, recently being invited by "International Guitar Star" Ana Vidovic to perform with her in duo, and often playing programs sprinkled with both classical pieces he arranged himself, and original classical-style works that composers have written for him. 

